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Data were collected in 2016-2017 during fieldtrips to Amguema, Chukotka AO




Chukchi Language

» Chukchi > Chukotko-Kamchatkan family

- Polysynthesis:
- indexing of both A and O

* Incorporation
- vague boundaries between parts of speech @

- Ergative-absolutive in case-marking

- Pro-drop language

» Free word order




Phonological Word in Chukchi

= VVowel harmony: two sets of vowels and <a>

= |f a root or an affix contains a «+» vowel, all

vowels in a phonological word switch to «+»

a. tiplejne-k b. teplajna-nno-k
Sing-INF Sing-INCH-INF

‘to sing’ ‘to begin to sing’




Ergative vs. Absolutive

(1) a. yoam ta-pkir-y?Pe-k
|.LABS 1SG.S/A-come-TH-1SG.S
' came.’
b. yom-nan ts-re-tejka-na-n
I-ERG 15G.S/A-FUT-make-FUT-35G.0

'l will do it.’




Ergative vs. Absolutive

(1) a. yoam ta-pkir-y?Pe-k
|.LABS 1SG.S/A-come-TH-1SG.S
‘' came.’
c.*yom-nan to-pkir-y?e-k
|-ERG 15G.S/A-come-TH-1S5G.S

Expected meaning: ‘'l came.’




Intensifier sinit ‘by.oneself’

(2)a. yam sinit to-pkir-y?e-k
|.ABS by.oneself 15G.S/A-come-TH-1SG.S
‘| came by myself!’
. Yyom-nan sinit ta-re-tejka-na-n
I-ERG by.oneself 15SG.S/A-FUT-make-FUT-35G.0
'l will do it by myself!’




Intensifier sinit ‘by.oneself’

(2)a. yom sinit
|.ABS by.oneself
‘| came by myself!’
C. yom-nan sinit
I-ERG by.oneself

‘| came by myself!’

to-pkir-y?e-k
1SG.S/A-come-TH-1SG.S

to-pkir-y?e-k

1SG.S/A-come-TH-15G.S




Word Order: S ,5c

(3)a. yam sinit t-ann-u-y?e-k
|.ABS by.oneself 15G.S/A-fish-EAT-TH-15G.S
b. yam tannuy?ek sinit
c. sinit yam tonnuy?ek
'| caught/ate the fish by myself.’

NB! Intransitive predicate




Word Order: “S¢,.”

(4)a. ysam-nan sinit t-ann-u-y?e-k
I-ERG by.oneself  15G.S/A-fish-EAT-TH-15G.S
b.”’yamnan  tennuy?lek sinit
C. *sinit yamnan tonnuy?ek

'| caught/ate the fish by myself.’




Word Order: “S¢,.”

(4)a. [yam-nan sinit] t-ann-u-y?e-k
I-ERG by.oneself  15G.S/A-fish-EAT-TH-15G.S
b.”’yamnan  tennuy?lek sinit
C. *sinit yamnan tonnuy?ek
'| caught/ate the fish by myself.’




Two DPs: S,5c and DPgg.

(5) a. (stton) (snan) sinit @-puture-y?-i
s/he.ABS s/he.ERG by.oneself 2/35G.S/A-dance-TH-2/35G.S
‘She danced by herself.’
b. * atton anan @-puture-y?-i
s/he.ABS s/he.ERG 2/35G.S/A-dance-TH-2/35G.S

Expected meaning: ‘She danced by herself.’




Nominal subjects

(6) a. Vera sinit
Vera.ABS by.oneself

b. *Vera-na sinit
Vera-ERG by.oneself

Vera [@nan  sinit]

@-puture-y?-i
2/35G.S/A-dance-TH-2/35G.S
@-puture-y?-i
2/35G.S/A-dance-TH-2/35G.S
@-puture-y?-i

Vera.ABS s/he.ERG by.oneself 2/35G.S/A-dance-TH-2/35G.S

‘Vera danced by herself.’




Interim Summary

*DP + sinit:
*(DPggre) sinit Vg
*(DPpgs) sinit Vi1r

-DP + PRON. + sinit:
N (?DPERg) [PRONgg¢ sinit] Vg
* (DPags) [PRONggesinit]  Viytr

Free word order

Rigid word order




Interim Summary

oDP+Sinit:
*(DPgre) sinit Vig
*(DPpge) sinit Vg

*DP + PRONgg + sinit:
° (?DPERG) [(PRONgge) sinit] Vg
*(DPpgs) [(PRONggg) sinit] Vg




Sinit and Diminutive

= Diminutive -gej/-gaj: small size and/or amelioration

(8) ysnan sinit-ge; go-1?u-ya-n
YOU.ERG by.oneself-DIM 2.5/A.suUBJ-look-IRR-35G.0

‘Look for it by yourself [, sweetheart].’




Pronominal series: PRONc,.-s€e.qaj

(9) a. (atton) snan-se.qaj @-ityatek-w?-i
s/he.ABS s/he.ERG-by.onself.DIM 2/35G.S/A-wash-TH-2/35G.S
‘She washed by herself.’
b. * a3tton-se.qaj @-ityotek-w?-i
s/he.ABS-by.onself.DIM 2/35G.S/A-wash-TH-2/35G.S

Expected meaning: as in (9a).

NB! *Vera-se.qaj [ *Vera-na-se.qaj




Pronominal series: PRONc,.-s€e.qaj

S5G PL
15t person yam.nan-se.qaj MO.rya.nan-se.qaj
2"d person ¥9.nan-se.qaj to.rya.nan-se.qaj

34 person 9.nan-se.qaj 9.rya.nan-se.qaj




Grammaticalization

*DP + sinit:
*(DPggre) sinit Vg
*(DPpgs) sinit Vi1r

-DP + PRONy + sinit:
- ’DPgre) [(PRONgye) sinit] Vog
*(DPags)  [(PRONgge) sinit] Viyrz




Grammaticalization

*DP + PRONgg( + sinit-qe;:
* (‘DPgre) [(PRONggc) sinit-gej]l Vqg
*(DPrgs) [(PRONgge) sinit-qej]l  Viytr

*(DPgre) PRONggc-se.qqj Vir
*(DPpgs) PRONggs-se.qaj ViNTR




BanbiHKbIKYH ‘thank you’



