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This paper is devoted to typological investigation and 
description of semantic domains ‘rare’ and ‘dense’ on 
the basis of different languages. This research is a part 
of a larger project of the typological description of the 

semantics of qualitative features. In this paper we 

create presumably universal semantic map, that 
supports the idea that the lexical meanings in languages 
are systematically organized 

 The research was carried out on the material of 11 languages 

for description of semantic domain ‘rare’: Russian, English, 
German, French, Finnish, Italian, Spanish, Turkish, Tatar, 
Mongolian, Chinese and on the material of 12 languages for 
description of semantic domain ‘dense’: Russian, English, 
German, French, Italian, Norwegian, Chinese, Spanish, Finnish, 
Turkish, Tatar, Hindi. 
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CHINESE 

TEETH  HAIR   VISIT 

COMB  FOREST  GUEST 

CLOTH SIEVE   CROWD  BIRD 

     CLOUDS  APPLAUSE 

     LIGHT   VOICE 

     PORRIGE  ARGUMENTS 

    DOUGH            SOUP TEA 

     OXYGEN  

   xīshū ‘rare, sparse’ 

   xī ‘rare’ 

   xīyǒu ‘rare, infrequent’   

   danbo ‘thin’ 

  Dàn ‘light (soft)’ 

   Cū kǒujìng  ‘thick’ 

   xībó ‘liquid’ 

   shūchǐ  ‘rare’ 

ENGLISH 

TEETH  HAIR   VISIT 

COMB  FOREST  GUEST 

CLOTH SIEVE   CROWD  BIRD 

     CLOUDS  APPLAUSE 

     LIGHT   VOICE 

     PORRIDGE  ARGUMENTS 

    DOUGH            SOUP TEA 

     OXYGEN  

   Sparse   

   Thin   

   Rare   

   Scattered   

   Coarse   

   Weak  

   Liquid 

   Watery  

   wide tooth   

   widely spaced   

FRENCH 

TEETH  HAIR   VISIT 

COMB  FOREST  GUEST 

CLOTH SIEVE   CROWD  BIRD 

     CLOUDS  APPLAUSE 

     LIGHT   VOICE 

     PORRIGE  ARGUMENTS 

    DOUGH            SOUP   TEA 

     OXYGEN    

      Clairsemé ‘rare, sparse’ 

   Ténus ‘thin’ 

   Rare ‘rare, infrequent’ 

   Épars ‘scattered’ 

   faible ‘weak’ 

   liquid ‘liquid’ 

   à grosses dents ‘large  tooth’ 

   espacés ‘spaced’ 

   grossier ‘coarse’ 

              grêle ‘thin’ 

GERMAN 

TEETH  HAIR   VISIT  

COMB  FOREST  GUEST 

CLOTH SIEVE   CROWD  BIRD 

     CLOUDS  APPLAUSE 

     LIGHT   VOICE 

     PORRIDGE  ARGUMENTS 

    DOUGH            SOUP TEA 

     OXYGEN  

   Licht ‘rare’ 

   Dünn ‘thin’ 

   Selten ‘ rare, infrequent’ 

   Spärlich ‘scanty’ 

   Grob ‘coarse’ 

   Schwäch ‘weak’ 

   Flüssig ‘liquid’ 

   weit gezahnt ‘wide tooth ’ 

   weit auseinander stehend ‘spaced’ 

   schütter ‘rare, about hair’ 

FINNISH 

TEETH  HAIR   VISIT 

COMB  FOREST  GUEST 

CLOTH SIEVE   CROWD  BIRD 

     CLOUDS  APPLAUSE 

     LIGHT   VOICE 

     PORRIDGE  ARGUMENTS 

    DOUGH            SOUP TEA  

     OXYGEN     

   harva ‘rare’ 

   ohut ‘thin’ 

   niukka ‘scanty’ 

   heikko ‘weak’ 

   nestemäinen ‘liquid’ 

   vetelä ‘watery, fluid’ 

TATAR 

COMB  HAIR   VISIT 

TEETH  FOREST  GUEST 

CLOTH SIEVE   CROWD  BIRD 

     CLOUDS  APPLAUSE 

     LIGHT   VOICE 

     PORRIGE  ARGUMENTS 

    DOUGH            SOUP TEA 
 OXYGEN 

   Сирәк ‘rare’ 

   Сыек ‘liquid’ 

   Көчсез ‘weak’ 

 
ITALIAN 

TEETH  HAIR   VISIT 

COMB  FOREST  GUEST 

CLOTH SIEVE   CROWD  BIRD 

     CLOUDS  APPLAUSE 

     LIGHT   VOICE 

     PORRIDGE  ARGUMENTS 

    DOUGH            SOUP TEA 

     OXYGEN  

   rado ‘rare, sparse’ 

   raro ‘rare, infrequent’ 

   sparso ‘scattered’ 

    liquido ‘liquid’ 

   sottile ‘thin’ 

   deboli ‘weak’ 

   separato ‘separated’ 

   grosso ‘coarse’ 

   leggero ‘light’ 

SPANISH 

TEETH  HAIR   VISIT 

COMB  FOREST  GUEST 

CLOTH SIEVE   CROWD  BIRD 

     CLOUDS  APPLAUSE 

     LIGHT   VOICE 

     PORRIDGE  ARGUMENTS 

    DOUGH            SOUP TEA 

     OXYGEN  

      ralo ‘rare, sparse’ 

   raro ‘rare, infrequent’ 

   disperse ‘scattered’ 

    liquido ‘liquid’ 

   escaso ‘scanty’ 

   débil ‘weak’ 

   espaciados ‘spaced’ 

    de dientes anchos ‘wide tooth ’ 

   grueso  ‘coarse’ 

   claro ‘light’ 

   acuoso ‘watery’ 

TURKISH 

TEETH  HAIR   VISIT 

COMB  FOREST  GUEST 

CLOTH SIEVE   CROWD  BIRD 

     CLOUDS  APPLAUSE 

     LIGHT   VOICE 

     PORRIGE  ARGUMENTS 

    DOUGH        SOUP  TEA 

                OXYGEN     

      seyrek ‘rare, sparse’ 

   nadir ‘rare, infrequent’ 

    az ‘scarse’ 

    sıvı ‘liquid’ 

                 sulu ‘watery’ 

   aralıklı ‘spaced’ 

   genis ‘wide’ 

   cılız ‘weak’ 

   ince ‘thin’ 

   büyük delikli ‘large –hole’  

   Acik ‘light’ 

RUSSIAN 

COMB  HAIR   VISIT 

TEETH  FOREST  GUEST 

CLOTH  SIEVE   CROWD  BIRD 

     CLOUDS  APPLAUSE 

     LIGHT   VOICE 

     PORRIGE  ARGUMENTS 

    DOUGH        SOUP  TEA 
                                                         OXYGEN 
  редкий ‘rare’ 

   жидкий ‘Liquid’ 

   грубый  ‘Coarse’ 

   слабый ‘Weak’ 

MONGOLIAN 
 

TEETH  HAIR   VISIT 

COMB  FOREST  GUEST 

CLOTH SIEVE   CROWD  BIRD 

     CLOUDS  APPLAUSE 

     LIGHT   VOICE 

     PORRIGE  ARGUMENTS 

    DOUGH            SOUP TEA 

OXYGEN 

      Сийрэг ‘rare, sparse’ 

   Нимгэн ‘thin’ 

   ховор ‘rare, infrequent’ 

   сул ‘weak’ 

  Цөөхөн’scarce’ 

   Шингэн ‘liquid’ 

GERMAN 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

LAYER  DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

SIEVE CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

    DICHTE (dense); 

    DICK (thick; dense); 

    HÄUFIG (frequent); 

    FEIN (thin, fine); 

    ZÄH (viscous); 

NORWEGIAN 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

LAYER DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

 SIEVE CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

    VANLIG (frequent); 

    TYKK (thick); 

    TETT (dense); 

    FIN (thin, fine); 

ENGLISH 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

LAYER  DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

SIEVE  CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

 

    THICK (thick, dense); 

    DENSE (dense, non-transparent); 

    FREQUENT (frequent, frequently occurring, repetitive); 

    FINE (thin, fine); 

    STIFF (firm, tight); 

FRENCH 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

 LAYER DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

SIEVE  CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

    EPAIS (thick, dense, evaporated); 

    DENSE (dense); 

    FREQUENT (frequent); 

    FIN (thin, fine); 

SPANISH 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

LAYER DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

SIEVE CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

    ESPESO (frequent, dense); 

    DENSO (dense, dense, saturated); 

    FRECUENTE (frequent); 

    FINO (thin, fine); 

    MUCHEDUMBRE (crowd, gathering); 

ITALIAN 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

LAYER DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

SIEVE  CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

 

    SPESSO (dense, thick, adverb: frequently); 

     DENSO (dense; saturated, concentrated); 

     FINE (fine, thin); 

    FREQUENTE (frequent); 

    FITTO (dense, frequent); 

FINNISH 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

LAYER DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

SIEVE  CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

 

    TIHEÄ (frequent); 

    PAKSU (thick); 

    SANKKA (dense, frequent); 

    HIENO (fine, frequent); 

    YLEINEN (frequent); 

    VAKIO (frequent); 

 

TATAR 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

LAYER  DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

SIEVE CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

    ЕШ (frequent); 

    КУЕ (dense); 

    КУП (adv.: a lot); 

    КАТЫ (firm); 

    КАЛЫН (thick); 

TURKISH 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

LAYER DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

SIEVE  CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

    SIK (frequent, dense); 

    KOYU (dense); 

    INCE (thin, fine); 

    KALIN (thick); 

    YOĞUN (dense, intensive); 

HINDI 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

LAYER DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

SIEVE CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

    GHANĀ  (dense); 

    GĀṚHĀ  (concentrated); 

    HAMESHA (frequent); 

CHINESE 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

LAYER DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

SIEVE CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

    CHÁNG 常 (frequent, usual, ordinary, common, widespread); 

    CHOU 稠 (dense); 

    MÌ 密(frequent); 

 

    NÓNGZHÒNG 浓重  (dense-hard); 

    MÌJÍ 密集 (congested, dense); 

    NONG 浓  (dense, concentrated,  strong); 

    HÒU 厚 (thick (about flat objects)); 

    NÓNGMÌ 浓密  (dense, concentrated); 

    MÀOMì  茂密  (dense, luxuriant-frequent); 

I. ‘Rare’ 

i. Physical meanings  
 
‘The collection of elements  settled at 
widely spaced intervals’; 
‘Substances with insufficient thickness'; 
Lexical systems: different frame 
combinations and oppositions 
1. ‘The collection of elements settled at 
widely spaced intervals’ vs. ‘Substances 
with insufficient thickness’  
2. ‘The collection of elements  settled at 
widely spaced intervals’ vs. ‘air 
substances’ vs. ‘Substances with 
insufficient thickness’  
3. ‘The collection of elements  settled at 
widely spaced intervals’ vs. ‘objects 
located at a distance from each other, 
scattered’ vs. ‘Substances with 
insufficient thickness’ 
 

ii.Figurative meanings 
 
• ‘Not occurring very often (of an 

event, situation, or condition)’; 
•  ‘Having a low intensity ’;  
1. ‘Not occurring very often (of an 

event, situation, or condition)’ vs. 
‘Having a low intensity’  
 

II. ‘Dense’  
 3 semantic blocks are the source of 
contrasts in languages:  
- Substances: type 'porridge', 'soup' 
and 'fog'.  
- Objects (set of elements): type 
'forest', 'hair'.  
- Zone and event: 'frequently occurring' 
and 'frequently seen'. 

 

Types of systems  
a. Tripartite system:  
i. Standard: physical objects vs. 
substances vs. event. (German, 
Norwegian, Hindi)   
ii. Standard system:  type 1  
Special adjective  for following nouns:  
'forest', 'crowd', 'layer', 'fog' (non-
transparent) (French, English).   
iii. Standard system: type 2  
Special token frame stands 'layer' ('fat') 
+, the same token for sets containing 
thick elements ('hair', 'forest') (Tatar).  
  
  

b. Less fractional systems:  
 i. Binary:  
- Russian system: Substances and objects 
(sets of elements) vs. developments  
 ii. Dominant:  
- Italian system (token 'spesso' covers 3 
semantic blocks).  

 c. More fractional systems: 
“distributed”:  
-Turkish.  
-Chinese.  
- Finnish 'frequently occurring' vs 
'frequently seen, met' vs. physical objects  

 

RUSSIAN 

GUEST 

   

SURNAME 

 

 LAYER DOUGH 

COMB FOREST HAIR PORRIDGE 

SIEVE CROWD MIST SOUP 

 

    ЧАСТЫЙ (frequent); 

    ГУСТОЙ (dense); 

    ТОЛСТЫЙ (thick); 

http://wals.info/chapter/130

